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Chamber Hires New Executive Director 
YOUR LANCASTER AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

is pleased to announce the hiring of new Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director, KC Carlsen.   

KC is a native of the Lancaster area and possesses a 

real passion and desire to see her home town thrive.  

She also comes to the Chamber with a personal under-

standing of the culture and expectations of the local 

business community.  As an added bonus she carries 

the exposure to the business community outside of 

WNY.  She has extensive experience in event planning 

on a national level and has worked with the some of 

the nations premier organizations and non-profits.   

Our Search Committee sifted through hundreds of can-

didates and were fortunate enough to find and retain 

this exceptional talent. 

We all look forward to her success as she follows in the 

legacy of empowered and capable leadership. 

 

 

 

Karen Stock,  

Financial Specialist & Registered Representative 
 

Describe your business. 

Throughout my 18 years as a Financial Specialist, I have worked to help clients meet private financial concerns 

head on.  Being a community-centered Financial Professional has taught me that you have to respect people’s val-

ues and what is important to them, first, before you can help them attain new wants and needs.  All progress be-

gins with the truth.  I view my self as a “financial educator,” by looking at the client’s whole financial picture so that 

people can learn the truth about how money really works. 

Alliance Advisory Group, Inc. is an independently owned financial services firm headquartered in Buffalo and is one 

of the top 25 privately held companies in our region (Buffalo Business First). We provide a wide array of financial 

services including life insurances, as well as investments, employer/employee benefits and 401(k) programs. 

What is unique about your practice within this area? 

Alliance Advisory Group is an authorized user of The Living Balance Sheet, a no-cost electronic wealth organiza-

tion platform that provides a wide-angle view of your financial world. Gain insight and clarity on your complete fi-

nancial picture, which when coupled with my professional experience, will allow you to make well-informed personal 

and business decisions and take appropriate actions to achieve your desired results. 

(www.livingbalance sheet.com) 

Are there any charitable/community groups your practice supports? 

Personally, I serve on the City Mission Compassion Roundtable, at Cornerstone Manor’s Activity Nights throughout 

the year with our women’s group and at Calvary Chapel of the Niagara Frontier. 

As well, my firm supports many other organizations such as Compeer, Suburban Adult Services, Inc., Compass 

House, Leadership Buffalo, Boys and Girls Clubs, Junior League, American Heart Association, and Roswell Park. 

 

Registered Representative of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS) 350 Essjay Rd. Ste 301, Williamsville, N Y 14221.  Securities products and services 

offered through PAS (716) 817-7109.  Field Representative, The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (Guardian), New York, NY.  PAS is an 

indirect, wholly owned subsidiary of Guardian.  Alliance Advisory Group, Inc. is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 

PAS is a member FINRA, SIPC.   

B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T  

http://www.livingbalance/


M E E T  Y O U R  B O A R D  

Name               John Evoy 

Education         Associates Degree Business Administration- Erie Community College 

                    B.S. Business Administration - Hilbert College 

Employer           Bank of Akron 

Position           V.P. Business Development 

Length of Tenure   3yrs 

 

 

What attracted you to the position you are in at Bank of Akron? 

I believe in community banking and what it stands for.  The fact that we live in the same community that we 

do business in allows us to understand the market place.    
 

What is unique about your employer? 

The fact that the bank is a family owned bank. 
 

How did you become involved at the Chamber? 

I have a vested interest in Lancaster, my family lives here and I work here.  I want to see the area thrive 

and I believe that the Chamber can play a vital role in the success of the area.  
 

What, in your opinion, are the strengths of the Chamber? 

The Chamber has many strengths, it provides an opportunity for business professionals to network, it is a 

clearing house for information and it’s the voice of the local business community to just name a few. 

I see the Chamber as the hub of the community a place that brings businesses, non profits, government and 

residents together for the greater good of the community.    
 

What are the advantages of being a member of the Chamber? 

There are many advantages to being a member of the chamber the obvious is networking, the chamber gives 

you many opportunities to meet new people.  Beyond that there are Chamber discounts, educational oppor-

tunities, and marketing opportunities. The above mentioned items are the tangible advantages, I would say 

that the biggest advantage of being a member if the Chamber is the fact that you are part of an organization 

that believes in this area and works everyday to make this a better place to live and work.   
 

What would you say to people who are undecided about Chamber Membership? 

I would say that for everyday they are not a member it is another day that they may have missed a great 

opportunity to help grow their business and the Chamber and its members have missed a great opportunity 

to support a local business.   

J o h n  E v o y  

Page 2 

 

 

 

Every Wednesday @ 8:00AM 

E x c l u s i v e l y  a t  C h a m b e r  M em b e r  R e s t a u r an t s  

Lucky’s Restaurant 

3400 Transit Road, West Seneca 

This group is informal without strict rules or criteria.   
There are no reservations or requirements for attendance.   
Members are encouraged to bring their business cards &  

introduce themselves..  We also enjoy a no-host breakfast.   
No extra fees or dues.  Sponsorships available. 

AM 

Attitude  

 Adjustment 

Chair Elect 

 

December 1st—Eddie Ryan’s 

$35 per ticket 

Cocktails @6PM 

Dinner @7PM 

Reserve tickets @ Chamber Office 681-9755 

Special program to immediately follow dinner 

KATHY KONST ROAST & TOAST 
 

Honoring the great contributions Kathy Konst has made to 

the Lancaster Business Community  through the 

years….and having a little fun too. 



B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  S e e k i n g  N e w  M e m b e r s   
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Do you see yourself contributing to your business community?  Do you 

know someone who would be a contributor to the Chamber vision?  

Your Chamber is looking to fill 3 vacancies created by term limits. 
 

If you are a solution minded, industrious and energetic individual with a 

desire to make a difference, create solutions and give back then this 

position is for you.  Keep reading for a job description and contact 

Kathy Wolski  at 681-9755 to express your interest.  You may also 

nominate a person you think would be a great fit. 
 

JOB DESCRIPTION 

To serve the board as a voting member, to oversee broad policies, proce-

dures and regulations for the operation of the Lancaster Area Chamber of 

Commerce, to monitor it’s finances, its programs and performance 
 

EXPECTED MEETING ATTENDANCE: 

 Attend monthly and special meetings 

 Chair or volunteer for at least one special committee 

 Attend and participate in special events 
 

OBLIGATION OF BOARD 

 Establish broad policy and long range goals 

 Raise funds and monitor finances 
 

DUTIES 

 Be well informed on issues to be discussed in advance of meetings 

 Contribute skills, knowledge and experience 

 Actively enroll new members to the Chamber 

 Assume leadership roles in all LACC activities and fundraising 

 Represent the organization to the public and to private industry 

 Educate self about the needs of members 

 

The LACC Chamber Board of Directors is an all volunteer, working 

board that is taking the Chamber to the next level of expansion.  We 

would be happy to discuss the duties and goals with interested mem-

bers.  We need similar influential, dedicated and energetic people who 

share our vision for the future. 

Name               Michelle Burakowski 

Education      B.S. Business Administration - SUNY Buffalo 

   Management Development Program—Harvard Business School Club of Buffalo 

Employer          Netanium Network Security, Inc 

Position           Northeast Regional Director 

Length of Tenure   11yrs 

 

How long have you been affiliated with the Chamber of Commerce? 
I've been with the Chamber since 2005 and a board member since January 2006. 

 
What initially attracted you to the Chamber? 

I was attracted to the Chamber in 2005 when I open my own business Northeast Security Company and 

needed to raise my local profile. 
 
What has been the best part about serving on the Chamber?   

The professional friendships I have developed.  I now have professional friends that I can call (and I have 

called) to talk through any number of business situations and to discuss how to access accounts I've targeted 
for business. 

 

What will you miss most about your time on the Board?   
I will mostly miss being on the forefront of events the Chamber plans for the community. 

 
What advice would you give to someone considering joining the Board of Directors?  

From the very beginning, I strongly believed that every board member should know and fully understand the 
By-Laws thereby keeping decision making compliant to these guidelines.  As business people, we understand 
the need to be flexible and understand that not all situations are black & white, yet using the By-Laws as 

legal and moral guidelines one can be decisively creative and develop lucrative ideas for the Chamber.  I 
would only add that those considering a Board seat consider the time and energy it requires first of all, then 
decide to accept or decline a nomination. 

M i c h e l l e  B u r a k o w s k i  Chairperson 

The Lancaster High School Special Education Inclusion Class 

is in need of work-study to be done in the classroom.  The 

students are capable of folding, stapling, sorting, and placing 

letters, newsletters, etc.  in envelopes for your club/

organization  mailings.  The teachers and aides in the class-

room fully monitor the students work  and make sure the 

assignment is done with accuracy. 
 

Your club/organization either drops off the work to be done 

at Lancaster High School or we can make arrangements to 

pick up your work.  Once completed we will call you to pick it 

up or when we can drop it off to you. 
 

The work-study program has existed for almost ten years 

and has been quite successful.  We hope we can help your 

club/organization by freeing up your time and allowing us to 

assist you on your mailing needs. 
 

If you are interested in this wonderful program or would like 

more information please call our classroom telephone at  

686-3268 

WORK STUDY OPPORTUNITY 



Lancaster Area Chamber of Commerce 

 ―Women’s Business Connection‖ 
presents 

LifeStyles Fair with Holiday Flair!!! 
 

All Chamber members are invited to participate in the Holiday Fair  
as a vendor or to come to find great gifts for the whole family. 

 

Wednesday November 18th, 2009 6pm – 8:30pm 
Magruders Restaurant & Banquet House on Broadway in Depew 

 
 

The fee for a table is $10 for Lancaster Chamber members and  
$20 for all others. 

Christmas music will fill the air as visitors get a jump start on  
holiday shopping. 

 
Chinese Auction and Raffles 

 
Open to the public with $5 admission! 

 
This will be the most powerful advertising  

with the Chamber you can do this year  
for your business!!! 

 
For more information please contact the  

Lancaster Chamber of Commerce office at  
681-9755 or email Chamber14086@aol.com 

PO Box 284 

Lancaster, NY 14086-0284 

(716) 681-9755 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

November / December 2009 

BOARD NOMINATION FORM 

Nominees to the Board of Directors must have been Chamber of Commerce members in good standing for a period 

of 6 months prior to election and may not have served previously in the last 3 years.  All candidates will be reviewed 

by a Nomination Committee that will choose a minimum of three nominees that will be voted on at the annual meet-

ing.  All positions are 36 month duration. 

Nominee Name  ________________________________ 

Company Name ________________________________ 

Nominee Contact Information 

Email Address __________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________________ 

Please fax your forms to Kathy Wolski at (716) 684-3385 or email at info@laccny.org 

Dave Karb 
Store Manager 

 

Tops Friendly Markets 
5175 Broadway 
Depew, New York 14043 
tel: 716.515.3440 fax: 716.515.3429 

 
LANCASTER  
RECYCLING  
& SALES CO 

 

WE BUY SCRAP  
 

(716 )685 -8880  
 

2 Benzel Court . PO Box 385. Lancaster, NY 14086  
Fax: (716)685-8884 
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